November 4, 2008

Dear Parents and Students of Biology,

     This year is an exciting yet challenging year as we explore many biology concepts.  Biology is an awesome subject because we can make a relation to real-life concepts in every lesson.  With this subject matter comes great responsibility for the students.  Biology has many new vocabulary terms that sometimes seem like a different language.  Students really need to take an active role in preparing for class every day with the new terms and concepts by reading and studying the chapter that is currently being taught.  The textbook is online for easy access and there are many interactive study strategies that are available.  If you find the concepts difficult, we hope that in the future that you will use these resources or seek help from your teacher.  Biology is now a required class, and will need to be passed by the student in order to graduate.  Upon successfully completing biology each student will also need to take and pass either physics or chemistry.  The study skills established now will better ensure success in these courses.  It is also possible that in addition to biology, physics and chemistry may include a state mandated exit exam in the near future although one is not currently required now.  Hopefully this emphasis on science will create such an interest for the student that he or she may pursue a career in this subject area.  

Resources Available to Students: 

•
Entire book in audio (mp3) format

•
Supplemental material provided by teacher and/or found on following websites:

•
http://my.hrw.com
•
http://www.travismulthaupt.com
•
Maintenance of a course notebook which contains all assignments, labs, tests and quizzes, etc. for use in studying and preparing for tests.

•
Consistent mental and physical attendance in class and use of an agenda planner system.

•
Parental/student involvement.

Sincerely,


Eisenhower Science Department

Parent Signature:
_______________________________________________

Student Signature:
_______________________________________________

