IA Requirements

Hypothesis.  What is your question?  What do you expect to find?  What is your control?  What is your independent variable(s) and dependent variable(s).  State this explicitly.

Introduction.  This must be at least 200 words in length.  I see it as where you show me you have learned something.  This is where you will put a lot of information about your paper and why it is important.  This section is full of background information.

Materials and Methods.  These are the directions for your lab.  This is what you do.  Any changes you make to the “recipe” while performing the lab must be documented.

Data.  What are you going to collect you data on?  Note card, paper, a computer, etc.

References.  You need a minimum of 5 of them for me.  I want you to specifically cite these in your introduction as well as at the end of the paper.  I want to know what type of background information you’ve found, where you found it, and I want to be able to check it.  If something doesn’t sound right to me, you can BE ASSURED I WILL CHECK it through Turnitin.com.  If there is any plagiarism, you will receive a zero and the proper people will be notified.  “I didn’t know,” is not an excuse.  You’re juniors and seniors, you know.  You know that getting information from somewhere, not citing it, or citing it incorrectly and playing it off as your own work is not acceptable.  Copying and pasting someone elses graphs, figures, or charts into your paper IS plagiarism.  I don’t care if you do this and cite the source, it’s plagiarism.  They are not your graphs, you didn’t make them, they don’t belong to you.  If you do this with data, it’s not your data, you didn’t collect it, and it didn’t have anything to do with YOUR experiment.  If you are doing a similar experiment as someone else, you have got to be certain your data chart/figure/etc. looks DIFFERENT than theirs, and that your experiment is DIFFERENT than theirs.  Period.   Any format is fine (MLA, Chicago, APA)

